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In this presentation I will considerτ 

ÅSubjects in process 

ÅRelations in process 

 

ÅMy argument, through the social processes of 
conducting research and answering the 
questions in research we better interpret and 
explain social reality 



How we most often think of sampling 
and our sample in qualitative research 
(three approaches)  

1) From convenience (or open) to 
theoreticalτemergent theory and 
sampling to theoretical saturation. 
 



2) Information rich cases, purposefully 
chosen to pragmatically answer the 
research questions, resources dictate 
(invariably small) sample size 
 



3) The purposive and theoretical 
selection of a sample, organic, learning 
about representativeness of our sample 
as the research progresses 
 



Thinking about time in research 
disrupts these methodologies 

ÅGrounded TheoryτǿŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀŎƘ ΨǎŀǘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ 
social processes and relations are dynamic 
όŘǳǊŀōƭŜΣ ŜǇƘŜƳŜǊŀƭΣ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘŜŘΣ ƛƴǘŜǊƳƛǘǘŜƴǘΣ Χύ 

ÅPurposeful Sampling Strategiesτwe become ever 
ƳƻǊŜ ΨǇǊŀƎƳŀǘƛŎΩτōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ƳŜŀƴ Ψrelating the 
affairs of state [and] ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ (OED)  

ÅAnalytic (or interpretative) inductionτwe 
understand representativeness as a function of 
an historical moment  



Ψ{ǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΩ 



When we slice through time in researchτthe one 
off interview, for exampleτparticipants relate 
accounts of experiences and events in that 
moment. 
 



If we introduce a longitudinal (or temporal) 
element to the design, comparison between 
times becomes possible, as Mike Savage 
(2007) considers in his investigation of class 
using Mass Observation Data.  
 



And we also learn about the emergent properties of 
our cases, by which I mean relations between agency 
and structure. Their relations in time. 
 



ΨǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΧŜŀŎƘ 
moment is recreated, reselected and evoked 
ŀŦǊŜǎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΧǘƘŜ 
past is revocable and as hypothetical as the 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜΩ ό!ŘŀƳΣ мффлΥмпоύ 

 

tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀǊŜ ΨǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΩ 



άCǳǘǳǊŜ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ-created knowledge 
practices have material effects that reverberate 
through the entire systems of physical, biological 
ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΦέ ό!ŘŀƳ 
2008:6) 
 



The implications for research 

We can not make sense of the cases we choose, 
without explicitly sampling (and therefore 
accounting for) the context within which they 
are spoken. 

ïThe past is reworked in the light of present 
experience. 

ïPlans are made for the future. 

ï(Historical) time contextualises accounts 

 

 



The past reworked: The death of Billy 

In Sheila interview 1 (RMP:32) 
ÅΨ²Ŝ ǘƘǊŜǿ ƘƛƳ ƻǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ΨƛƳΦ 
DƻƻŘ ǊƛŘŘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘΩ 
!ƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƛƴ {ƘŜƛƭŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ м ό¢{ΥмпύΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
.ƛƭƭȅΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ 
ÅΨLǘϥǎΣ ŜǊƳΦΦΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƛƳ ŀ ǎƛƭƭȅ ƻƭŘ ōƭƻƻŘȅ ōǳƎƎŜǊΣ ƳŜΦ  

He could've stopped at any... He should've stopped.  He 
ŘƛŘΦ  IŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘϥǾŜ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŎƻǎΣ ǘƻ 
me, he'd got eight kids, he'd got grandkids, he should 
of stopped, he'd of been around for his grandkids and 
kids then.  And now he's not gonna be there when 
ώwƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎϐ ƴŜǿ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎΦΦΦΩ 
 



Future orientated practices  

Carolyn and Victor: from fire fighting to 
ice creamτchanging grandparenting 

Time 1τrescue and 
repair 

Time 2τbeing there and 
not-interfering, leisure 
and pleasure 
 



Time as context in accounts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ΨwŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǎƻƴΩ 
Interview Bob and Diane (August, 2008) 
(see Emmel and Hughes, 2010) 



Ψ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŦǳŎƪŜŘ ǎƻƴΗΩ 
Recorded conversation with Bob in the 
²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ aŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō ό5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ нлмлύ 
 



Time as a theoretical lens in the 
research 
 Disrupting pre-conceived ideas of time: 
ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŎƻƳǇǳƭǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
institutions of time into a pattern of self-constraint embracing the whole 
life of an individual, is a graphic example of how a civilizing process 
contributes to forming the social habitus Χ ό9ƭƛŀǎ мффнΥммύΦέ  

She doesn't look like the steroetypical gran to me! (Netmums, 2008; Emmel and 
Hughes, 2014)  
 



ΨwŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΩ 



QL research: time, complexity and 
temporality 

"there appears to be a more sophisticated 
recognition of the complexity, pervasiveness 
and durability of the social problems that have 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŜŘΧέ όWǳŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ Bauld; 2006)  

 

Researchers are concerned to investigate time in 
ways we might not have done before. As 
Savage (2010) has it, a (new) politics of 
method. 



Relations in processτ
negotiating a long-term 
relationship 
 

Maintaining contact and relationships 



Demonstrating the impact of the research 


